
 
 

 
     Taizé Prayer Service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pitt Street Uniting Church, 264 Pitt Street, Sydney 

7pm, Sunday 27 May 2018 

 
5pm Singing and Music Practice (open to all) 

 

6pm Tea/coffee provided 
(you are welcome to bring food to share) 

 

7pm  Prayer 
 

Among Christians, rejoice in the gifts of others. Brother 
Alois 2018 

How good and how pleasant it is 
for brothers and sisters to live together in unity! 

Psalm 133:1) 
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The Taizé Community, France 

Everything began in 1940 when, at the age of twenty-five, Brother Roger 

left Switzerland, the country where he was born, to go and live in 

France, the country his mother came from. For years he had been ill 

with tuberculosis, and during that long convalescence he had matured 

within him the call to create a community. 

When the Second World War began, he had the conviction that without 

wasting time he should come to the assistance of people going through 

this ordeal, just as his grandmother had done during the First World 

War. The small village of Taizé, where he settled, was quite close to the 

demarcation line diving France in two: it was well situated for sheltering 

refugees fleeing the war. Friends from Lyon started giving the address of 

Taizé to people in need of a place of safety. When a family came with 

small children his sister Genevieve came to help him. 

Gradually other young men came to join the original group, and on 

Easter Day 1949, there were seven of them who committed themselves 

together for their whole life in celibacy and to a life together in great 

simplicity. In the silence of a long retreat, during the winter of 1952-53, 

the founder of the community wrote the Rule of Taizé, expressing for his 

brothers “the essential that makes the common life possible”. 

A pilgrimage of trust on earth - “Many young people come to Taizé 

every year, but how can they be encouraged to pray and work with 

others in the places where they live? The notion of a pilgrimage of trust 

wants to address this concern by proposing to each person to set out... 

"Walk forward on your way, because it exists only by your walking… " 

 
https://www.taize.fr/en 
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